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The Judgment or Reſolution of all the Lords, the 
[Judges and other the Lords Afﬀembled in Star= 
Chamber, Anno Regn: Regus Facobi Secundo, Mcn= 
tioned in the Lord Chancellors Speech, to the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of London, attending His Ma- 
jeſty 1n Council, the 1oth. of December, in the 
3ith. Year of His Majeſties Reign, Annoque Do- 
mini, 1679, Touching procuring Hands to Petitt- 
ons Relating to State= Affairs. 


Memorandum, 


T* by Command from the King all the Juſtices of England, with di- 
verſe of the Nobility, viz. The Lord Elleſmere, Lord Chancellour 3 
the Ezrl of Dorſet , Lord Treaſurer z Viſcount Cranbourn Principall 

Secret:ry; the Earl of Nottingham , Lord Admirall; the Earl of 
Northumberland, Worceſter, Devon,and Northampton,the Lord Zonuch, Burghley 
and Krrowles, the Chancellour of the Datchy, the Arch- Biſhop of Canterbury, 


derſon, Gaway, Walmeſley, Fenner, King ſmil,Warberton, Savel, Daneil,Yelver- 
ton and $7igg, were a{lembled in the Star-Chamber, where the Lord Chan- 
cellour after a long Speech made by him concerning Juſtices of the Peace, 
and his exhortxion to the Juſtices of A4ſſiſe, and a diſcourſe concerning 
Papiſts and Purrans, declaring how they both were diſturbers of the State, 
and that the Kirg intending to ſuppreſs them, and to have the Laws put 


In execution againſt them ; demanded of the Juſtices their Reſolutions in 
three things. 

Firſt, Whether the deprivation of Puritan Miniſters by the High Com- 
miſtoners for refuſing to conform themſelves to the Ceremonies appointed 
by the laſt Ganons was lawful, whereto all the Juſtices anſwered, 

That they had conferred thereof before, and held it to be lawful, becauſe 

. the King hath the ſupreme Eccleſiaſtical power, which he hath delegated 
to the Commiſſioners, whereby they had the power of Deprivation by the 
Canon-Law of the Realm. And the Statute of 1 Elizabeth, which appoints 

Commiſſioners to be made by the Queen, doth not confer any new power , 

* but explain and declare the ancient power. And therefore they held it there, 
that the King without any Parliament might make Orders and Conſtituti- 
ons for the Government of the Clergy : and might deprive them if they 

| Obey not, and ſo the Commiſſioners might deprive them. Bat they could 
| not make any Conſtitutions without the King, and the divulging of ſuch 
| Ordinances by Proclamation is a moſt gratious Admonition : and foral- 

- much as they have refuſed to obey , they are lawfully deprived by Commil- 

| lioners ex officio, without libell, Ef ore tenxs convocatz. 

+ Secondly, Whether a Prohibition be grantable againſt the Commons 

* Upon the Stat. of 2. H. 5. if they do not deliver the Coppy of the Libel to 
the partyz whereto they all anſwered, That that Stat. is intended where the 
| Eccleſiaſtical Judge proceeds ex officio & ore tens. 

| A Thirdly 
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Thirdly, Whether it were an offence puniſhable, and what puniſhment 
they deſerved, who framed Petitions and collefted a multitude of hands 


thereto, to prefer tothe King in a publick cauſe, as the Puritans had done. 
with an intimation to the King, that it he denyed their fuit, many thou- 


ſands of his Subjects would be diſcontented : Whereto all the Jultices an- 
ſwered, that it was an offence finable at diſcretion, and very near Freaſon and 
Felony in the puniſhment, for they tended to the raiſing of Sedition, Rebellion 
and diſcontent among the people : To which Reſolation all the Lords agreed. 
And then many of the Lords declared that ſome of the Puritans had raiſed a falſe 
rumor of the King, how he intended to grant a Toleration to Papiſts : Which 
offence the Juſtices conceived to be hainouſly finable, by the Rules of the 
Common-Law, either in the Kizgs-Bench, or by the King and his Council ; 
or now ſince the Statute of 3. Henry 7. in the Star-Chamber. And the 
Lords ſeverally declared, how the King was diſcontented with the ſaid 
falſe rumor, and had made but the day before a proteſtation unto them 
that he never intended it, and that he would ſpend the laſt drop of blood 
in his body before ke would do it; and prayed that before any of his 
Iſſue ſhould mantain any other Religion, then what he truly profetied and 
maintained, that God would take them out of the World. 
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